PET and SPECT findings in alcohol hallucinosis: case report and super-brief review of the pathophysiology of this syndrome.
Alcohol hallucinosis is a rare complication of chronic alcoholism with schizophreniform symptomatology. The pathophysiology is basically unclear. We report the case of a 48-year-old, never-medicated, long-term alcoholic suffering from alcohol hallucinosis with pure acoustic hallucinations for at least six months. Current FDG PET data suggest a hypofrontality and possibly a thalamic hypofunction in alcohol hallucinosis, findings similar to those reported in unmedicated schizophrenics. Current IBZM SPECT data do not support a dopamine receptor dysfunction in alcohol hallucinosis but TRODAT SPECT showed reduced dopamine transporter binding. Possible implications of these findings are discussed.